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[bookmark: _Hlk30770414]Board of Managers Minutes 
August 13, 2026

President, Gene Tiedemann, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Red Lake Watershed District Office, Thief River Falls, MN.

Managers Present: Gene Tiedemann, Tom Anderson, Terry Sorenson, Grant Nelson, Al Page, Brian Dwight, and LeRoy Ose. Staff Present: Tammy Audette, Melissa Bushy, Elaine Rychlock, Tony Olson, Lindsey Deselich, Corey Hanson, and Legal Counsel, Delray Sparby. 

The Board reviewed the agenda. A motion was made by Ose, seconded by Anderson, and passed by a unanimous vote that the Board approve the agenda.  Motion carried.  

The Board reviewed the July 23, 2026, Board meeting minutes. Motion by Nelson, seconded by Sorenson, to approve the July 23, 2026, Board meeting minutes. Motion carried.   

The Board reviewed the August 7, 2026, Special Board meeting minutes. Motion by Nelson, seconded by Page, to approve the August 7, 2026, Special Board meeting minutes. Motion carried, with Manager Dwight abstaining. (Manager Dwight abstained from voting as he was absent for the meeting on August 7, 2026).   

The Board reviewed the Financial Report as of August 12, 2026.  Motion by Anderson, seconded by Sorenson, to approve the Financial Report as of August 12, 2026. Motion carried.

Staff member Elaine Rychlock reviewed the current Certificate of Deposit (CD) rates for Dakota Heritage Bank, Ultima Bank MN of Fosston, Northern State Bank of Thief River Falls, Edward Jones, and American Federal Bank, Fosston. After much discussion, a motion was made by Sorenson, seconded by Nelson, to purchase a $500,000 CD for three months and a $500,000 CD for six months, both at Ultima Bank at an interest rate of 4.06; and a $250,000 CD at Dakota Heritage Bank for twelve months at the current interest rate of 4.14%. Motion carried. 

Staff member, Corey Hanson, discussed the Grand Marais Creek Outlet Restoration Project, RLWD Project No. 60F, stating that an assessment by MPCA and DNR staff indicated ponding water conditions at crossings from the outlet of County Ditch 2 to the Red River of the North.  Hanson stated that there is concern with fish passage within the channel. It was the consensus of the Board to direct staff to perform a survey of the system to determine if there are any barriers within the channel.

Kelly Dahlen, the designated gate tender for the Good Lake Impoundment, appeared before the Board requesting that his submission of billings for maintenance related to the Good Lake Impoundment be budgeted by the Board at an increase from $15,000 to $40,000 annually.  A motion was made by Ose, seconded by Anderson, to approve the request of Dahlen, as gate tender, to increase the Good Lake maintenance submission budget from $15,000 to $40,000. Further discussion ensued.  Motion by Dwight, to amend the motion from $15,000 to $30,000.  


Manager Dwight’s motion died for the lack of a second. President Tiedemann called for a vote.  Motion carried with Managers Tiedemann and Sorenson opposed.  Motion carried.  

Bryanna Grefthen, Pennington County SWCD was present to discuss the Clean Water Funds SWAA Non-Structural Land Management Drinking Water Grant. The goal of the project is to reduce sediment by entering the Thief River and Red Lake River Watersheds by promoting long-term adoption of non-structural land management practices (i.e. cover crops, conservation tillage, crop residue management, field shelter belts, and filter strips. Grefthen stated that both Marshall SWCD and Pennington SWCD would be working on this project. The total grant amount requested was $210,000, with a grant match amount of $21,000. Administrator Audette stated that she had requested assistance in the Mud River watershed. Motion by Nelson, seconded by Dwight, to approve the request of the Pennington and Marshall SWCD’s office for a grant match in the amount of $21,000 for the Clean Water Funds SWAA Non-Structural Land Management Drinking Water Grant.  Motion carried.  

Administrator Audette discussed the Mud River, RLWD Project No. 180C. Audette reviewed the MnDNR Grant Contract Agreement in the amount of $2,957,000 for Phase I construction of the Mud River Enhancement Project, RLWD Project No. 180C.  Motion by Sorenson, seconded by Anderson, to authorize Administrator Audette the authority to sign the Grant Contract Agreement for the Mud River Enhancement Project, RLWD Project No. 180C.  Motion carried. Audette, Nate Dalager-HDR Engineering, and Jim Graham-USFWS, will be presenting at the LSOHC Hearings on August 25, 2026, at 9:15 am for Phase II funding. The next Mud River Project Work Team meeting is scheduled for September 16, 2026. Landowners upstream of the project will be invited to participate in the meeting. 

Jerry Pribula, Pribula Engineering, presented the updated plans and specifications for the
Improvement to Polk County Ditch 39, RLWD Project No. 179.  Motion by Sorenson, seconded by Ose, to approve the updated Plans and Specifications for the Improvement to Polk County Ditch 39, RLWD Project No. 179, call for bids and to set the bid opening for October 8, 2026, at 9:30 am at the District office. Motion carried. Discussion was held on the development of a blanket easement for Permanent and Temporary easements. Legal Counsel Sparby will develop a blanket easement, with Engineer Jerry Pribula providing the legal land descriptions.	

Administrator Audette and staff member Erick Huseth reviewed pictures and drone footage of the Burnham Creek Project, RLWD Project No. 43B, discussing needed maintenance.  Huseth stated that there is a major blowout on the upstream end of the Burnham Creek channel, where Polk County Ditch 106 outlets into Burnham Creek.  After speaking with Rich Sanders, Polk County Engineer, the trail system will be able to assist with a portion of the random riprap to repair the site. Huseth reviewed plans prepared by HDR Engineering for the removal of sediment in various locations. Discussion was held on the potential of incorporating an area in Section 10, Russia Township, Polk County that was not improved.  Huseth stated that the landowner at the time did not want his land to be involved in the ditch improvement process. The new landowner is interested in completing the improvement process as the area upstream and downstream from his property has been improved. Discussion was held on the benefitted area, and Polk County ditches that drain into the Burnham Creek channel.  Motion by Sorenson, seconded by Page, to approve the maintenance plans developed by HDR Engineering for removal of sediment within the Burnham Creek Channel, RLWD Project No. 43B.  Motion carried. 

Staff member, Erick Huseth, discussed maintenance and violation in RLWD Project No. 49, Main JD #2. Huseth noted that he has contacted a contractor regarding brushing one mile of JD #2 at a cost of $10,000.  It was the consensus of the Board to proceed with the brushing of the system. Huseth further discussed a violation in the ditch system where a landowner installed cattle gates into the bottom of the channel to allow his cattle access to water. The Board authorized Huseth to work with the Clearwater SWCD to develop other water sources for the owner’s cattle, and removal of the fence within the system.

Administrator Audette and Legal Counsel, Delray Sparby, reviewed the Conveyance of Real Property Resolution for TRF Westside FDR Project, RLWD Project No. 178. Motion by Nelson, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Conveyance of Real Property Resolution for the TRF Westside FDR Project, RLWD Project No. 178. Motion carried, With Manager Dwight abstaining.  (Manager Dwight abstained from voting as he was absent from the meeting on August 7, 2026, regarding the TRF Westside FDR Project). 

Administrator Audette reviewed construction site photos from the Chuck Flage Erosion Control Project, RLWD Project No. 174.

Included in the packet was the BWSR 2026 Estimated Taxable Market Values. This is the taxes payable 2026 estimated & taxable market values for Watershed Districts in Minnesota. 

RLWD Permit No. 25102 in Section 5, Belgium Township, Polk County, was discussed. The recommendation by the Board was to grant the permit extension request. A motion was made by Dwight, seconded by Nelson, to approve the permit extension request for RLWD permit no. 25102. Motion carried.

The Board reviewed the following permits to be tabled. Motion by Nelson, seconded by Dwight, to table the following permits: RLWD Permit No. 26069, Chester Township, Polk County; RLWD Permit No. 26070, Chester Township, Polk County; RLWD Permit No. 26072, Terrebonne Township, Red Lake County; RLWD Permit No. 26074, Terrebonne Township, Red Lake County. Motion carried. 

The Board reviewed the following permits for approval. Motion by Ose, seconded by Sorenson, to approve the following permits with conditions stated on the permit: No. 26048, Dean Peterson, Keystone Township, Polk County; No. 26051, Andy Anderson, North Township, Pennington County; No. 26056, Nathan Bukowski, Cedar Township, Marshall County; No. 26061, Paul Engelstad, Parnell Township, Polk County; No. 26063, Deb Moran, Browns Creek Township, Red Lake County; No. 26064, Karen Fossum, Equality Township, Red Lake County; No. 26065, Paul Engelstad, Parnell Township, Polk County; No. 26067, Crescent Holdings LLLP, Badger Township, Polk County; No. 26071, Earl Pederson, Grove-Park Tilden Township, Polk County; No. 26073, Darin Glass, Lake Pleasant Township, Red Lave County; No. 26075, Brandon Carlson, Kertsonville Township, Polk County; No. 26076, Double Down Farm GP, Greenwood Township, Clearwater County; No. 26077, Jake Dietsch, Cloverleaf Township, Pennington County; No. 26078, Lake Pleasant Township-Jordan Chaput, Lake Pleasant Township, Red Lake County; No. 26079, Marshall County Highway Dept., Eckvoll Township, Marshall County; No. 26080, Jay Girotto, Thief Lake Township, Marshall County; No. 26086, Bruce Peterson, Garnes Township, Red Lake County; No. 26087, Bruce Peterson, Garnes Township, Red Lake County; No. 26088, Ted Linder, Garnes Township, Red Lake County; No. 26090, Greg Dyrdal, Clover Leaf Township, Pennington County; and No. 26091, Kraig Kainz, Clover Leaf Township, Pennington County.  

Administrator Audette asked the Board for their approval to have our summer intern stay on through the end of September 2026. Motion by Page, seconded by Nelson, to approve our summer intern to remain working with the RLWD through the end of September 2026. 
Motion carried.

Administrator Audette recommended that Patrick Skoe be appointed to the RLWD Advisory Board. Motion by Sorenson, seconded by Anderson to appoint Patrick Skoe to the RLWD Advisory Board. Motion carried.

Administrator Audette discussed the August 27, 2026, board meeting date as Manager Ose has requested to move it to August 28, 2026. After much discussion on the possibility of moving the meeting, it was decided to keep the meeting as scheduled due to the 2027 General Fund Budget Hearing previously scheduled and advertised for August 27, 2026.

Administrator’s Report:
· Discussion was held on gopher trapping on the Black River Diversion.
· Audette attended the BWSR North Regional Meeting on August 5, at the District office.
· Construction will begin on the Clearwater River Bank Stabilization next week.
· Construction on the Thief River Bank Stabilization started this week.
· Permit applications were submitted for the Brule Site, Red Lake River 1W1P.
· Approximately two miles of maintenance has been completed on RLWD Project No. 119. There was approximately 30” of sediment removed from various locations.
· Audette discussed the Goose Lake meeting she and Manager Nelson attended on July 30th. Manager Nelson addressed concerns from landowners near Pennington County Bridge No. 8 with the amount of Common Tansy. Nelson requested for RLWD staff to spray it and try rid the area of the noxious weed.  Audette stated that staff will complete the task.

Discussion was held on obtaining Easements from the Turtle Connection Cross Lakes Project, RLWD Project No. 114.  Legal Counsel Sparby is working with Polk County on their easement.  Audette noted that the MnDNR Lands and Minerals is reviewing their easement.  Further discussion was held on two other remaining easements needed.



Motion by Anderson, seconded by Nelson, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
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_____________________________
          LeRoy Ose, Secretary	
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