
 

RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT 

Board of Managers Minutes  

July 24, 2025 

 

President, Gene Tiedemann, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Red Lake Watershed 

District Office, Thief River Falls, MN. 

 

Managers Present: Gene Tiedemann, Tom Anderson, Brian Dwight, Terry Sorenson, Grant 

Nelson, and Al Page. Managers Absent: LeRoy Ose. Staff Present: Tammy Audette, Melissa 

Bushy, Elaine Rychlock, Tony Olson, Nate Koland, Lindsey Deselich, and Legal Counsel, 

Delray Sparby.  

 

The Board reviewed the agenda.  A motion was made by Sorenson, seconded by Nelson, and 

passed by a unanimous vote that the Board approve the agenda.  Motion carried.   

 

The Board reviewed the July 10, 2025, Board meeting minutes. Motion by Sorenson, seconded 

by Page, to approve the July 10, 2025, Board meeting minutes.  Motion carried.    

 

The Board reviewed the Financial Report dated July 23, 2025.  Motion by Anderson, seconded 

by Page, to approve the Financial Report dated July 23, 2025. Motion carried. 

 

Administrator Audette presented an invoice for 2026 Property and Casualty Premium from the 

League of Minnesota Cities for $22,272.00.  Motion by Nelson, seconded by Sorenson, to 

approve the premium adjustment for 2026 and to pay the invoice in the amount of $22,272.00.  

Motion carried. 

 

Administrator Audette discussed RLWD Project No. 166, Ditch 11, indicating that Higher 

Ground/Paul Zavoral will be completing some minor maintenance of the ditch system in early 

August.  Work will be completed on an hourly basis.  

The Board reviewed Pay Estimate No. 2 for the Red Lake River 1W1P Huot Bank Stabilization, 

RLWD Project No. 149, in the amount of $56,384.40. A motion was made by Sorenson, 

seconded by Page, to approve Pay Estimate No. 2 to Olson Construction TRF Inc. for the Red 

Lake River 1W1P Huot Bank Stabilization, RLWD Project No. 149. Motion carried.   

 

The following quotes were received for the JD 2 Branch A Outlet Stabilization, RLWD Project 

No. 48: Olson Construction of TRF Inc., $120,275; Davidson Construction, $45,240; Dyrdahl 

Construction, $53,424; Anderson Excavating, $62,940; Triple D Construction, $149,575; 

Holthusen Construction, $53,597; and Simmons Contracting, $117,200.  Motion by Dwight, 

seconded by Nelson, to accept the low quote from Davidson Construction in the amount of 

$45,240, for the JD 2 Branch A Outlet Stabilization, RLWD Project No. 48. Motion carried. 

Administrator Audette stated that project costs will be paid for through the Clearwater River 

1W1P, RLWD Project No. 149B.  

 

The following quotes were received for the Moose River/JD 21 Outlet Stabilization, RLWD 

Project No. 13: Davidson Construction, $73,700; Anderson Excavating, $106,700; Triple D 

Construction, $167,500; Holthusen Construction, $111,400; and Simmons Contracting, 
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$105,250.  Motion by Dwight, seconded by Sorenson, to accept the low quote from Davidson 

Construction in the amount of $73,700, for the Moose River/JD 21 Outlet Stabilization, RLWD 

Project No. 13.  Motion carried. Administrator Audette stated that funding for the project will be 

paid through the RRWMB Base Water Quality fund, with the District covering the match funds. 

   

Administrator Audette discussed Mud River, RLWD Project No. 180C. 

 

Administrator Audette shared there will be an informational meeting for the Turtle Connection 

Cross Lakes Flood Damage Reduction Project on Thursday, September 4, 2025, from 5:30-7:00 

p.m. at the Erskine Community Center, 105 East Ross Avenue, Erskine, MN. A light meal will 

be served. A short presentation will begin at 5:30 pm, with time following to answer questions. E 

 

RRWMB Executive Director, Rob Sip, RR, reviewed their approved 2026 Budget.   

 

Administrator Audette discussed the Red River Retention Authority Bus Tour proposed for Fall 

2025.  

 

RLWD Permit No. 24069 Richard Yaggie violation letter was addressed. Mr. Yaggie was sent a 

non-compliant work violation letter on July 15, 2025, in reference to permit no. 24069 which 

was approved on July 1, 2024. While inspecting one of our ditches, it was discovered that the 

outlet had not been reseeded and is now showing signs of erosion. It was stated on the approved 

permit that the applicant shall install appropriate erosion control measures for energy dissipation 

at the tile outlets.  

 

RLWD Permit No. 25056 Patrick Wichterman violation letter was addressed. Mr. Wichterman 

was present at the board meeting. On July 15, 2025, Mr. Wichterman was sent a letter of non-

permitted work violation about permit no. 25056. Upon inspecting the permit on May 21, 2025, 

it was discovered that the drain tile lines had been installed prior to the applicant receiving the 

permit which is a violation.  

 

Jess Determan with Field Drainage Inc. was present in relation to the above-mentioned two 

violation letters. Mr. Determan offered up possible solutions to help rectify the violations and 

continued non-permitted work. After considerable discussion amongst the board and Determan, a 

motion was made by Sorenson, seconded by Page, to table for thirty days to allow Field 

Drainage Inc. to obtain information relating to a performance bond/insurance and/or a bank 

certified letter of credit in the amount of $100,000. Mr. Determan is required to report back to 

the board within thirty (30) days of his findings. Motion carried. 

 

The Board reviewed the following permits for approval. Motion by Page, seconded by Anderson, 

to approve the following permits with conditions stated on the permit: No. 25071, Bob Wayne, 

Rocksbury Township, Pennington County; No. 25072, Bob Wayne, Rocksbury Township, 

Pennington County; No. 25079, Marshall County Highway Dept., Moylan Township, Marshall 

County; No. 25080, William Westman, Linsell Township, Marshall County; No. 25084, Wade 

Hanson, Russia Township, Polk County; No. 25088, Neal Pederson, Grove Park-Tilden 

Township, Polk County; No. 25089, USFWS, Eddy Township, Clearwater County; No. 25090, 
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USFWS, Eddy Township, Clearwater County; No. 25091, John Frahm, Reiner Township, 

Pennington County; No. 25092, Jay Girotto, Goodridge Township, Pennington County; No. 

25093, Clearwater County Highway Dept., Leon Township, Clearwater County; No. 25095, Neil 

Knaack, Red Lake Falls, Red Lake County; No. 25096, Robbie Miller, Star Township, 

Pennington County; No. 25097, Jade Klein, Lowell Township, Polk County; and No. 25098, 

Southline Farms, Keystone Township, Polk County.   

 

Administrator’s Report: 

• Maple Lake Meeting: Included in the packet was information on the Maple Lake 

Association meeting that staff member Corey Hanson participated in. 

• Chiefs Coulee Project-Stenciling Project: District and SWCD staff, and local community 

members assisted in the stenciling project on the Chiefs Coulee Project.  Construction of 

the project has been on hold to allow for relocation of the fiber optic cable.  

• Clearwater River Headcut Stabilization/Grant-The District was notified that we received 

a CPL Grant for construction of the project.  No word yet on the River Restoration Grant 

that was submitted. 

• City of Grygla Project: The City of Grygla will be working with the NRCS on their 

flooding issues.  More information will be presented at the next meeting. 

 

Legal Counsel Update – telephone conference with Mark Grainger - agreed to withdraw any 

remaining claims. We will do a motion stipulation for dismissal.  

 

Motion by Dwight, seconded by Sorenson, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

       
_____________________________ 

          LeRoy Ose, Secretary  


