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Red Lake Watershed District Environmental Assessment Worksheet
Public Comment Period Notice

Pursuant to Minnesota State Statute 4410.1500, item C, notice is hereby given that an Environmental Assessment
Worksheet (EAW) regarding the development of a Flood Damage Reduction (FDR) project, commonly referred to
as the Turtle Connection and Cross Lakes Flood Damage Reduction Project, Red Lake Watershed District
(RLWD) Project No. 114, will be available for public comment beginning Friday, October 10, 2025.

The proposed project is located in Sections 19, 20, 21, 28, 29 and 30, Queen Township (Township 148 North of
Range 39 West), Polk County, MN. The primary purposes of this project are to reduce flood damage, improve fish
passage, and establish preferred normal lake levels. In order to allow for the management of water levels across
the lakes, RLWD is proposing to remove the washed-out structure from Turtle Lake, continuing to allow the South
Connection Lake outlet to control water levels in Turtle, North Connection, and South Connection lakes. Also, a
0.5-1.0-foot road raise of 382nd Ave and addition of a single new 72-inch CMP 52-foot-long culvert is proposed
at the current crossing location between North Connection and South Connection lakes. The RLWD is also
proposing to install a sluice gate, stop log structure, and bypass channel at South Connection Lake. The bypass
channel would consist of 20-foot-wide rock arch rapids creating boulder riffles to allow for fish passage. Finally,
RLWD is proposing to remove the existing dam and install a 14 to 20-foot-wide rock arch rapids at the Cross Lake
outlet to allow fish passage. The estimated cost of the project is $1.5 million. It is proposed that funding would be
provided by the State of Minnesota, Red River Watershed Management Board, and the RLWD.

RLWD will accept written comments (via mail or email) on the EAW during the thirty day public review and
comment period, which concludes Saturday, November 8, 2025, at 4:30pm. All interested parties, public or
private, are invited to comment. Persons who wish to submit written comments via mail should address them to
the office of the Red Lake Watershed District, Administrator Tammy Audette, 1000 Pennington Avenue South,
Thief River Falls, MN 56701, or by telephone at: 218-681-5800. Electronic comments should be submitted to
Tammy Audette at RLWD@redlakewatershed.org with TCC FDR EAW in the subject line. If submitting
comments electronically, please include your name and mailing address.

A hard copy of the EAW is available for review at the office of the Red Lake Watershed District:

. 1000 Pennington Avenue South
Thief River Falls, MN 56701

The EAW can be viewed online on the Red Lake Watershed District’s website:

. https://www.redlakewatershed.org/news-and-notices
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