
 

RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT 

Board of Managers Minutes  

November 25, 2025 

 

President, Gene Tiedemann, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Red Lake Watershed 

District Office, Thief River Falls, MN. 

 

Managers Present: Gene Tiedemann, Tom Anderson, Terry Sorenson, Grant Nelson, Al Page, 

LeRoy Ose, and Brian Dwight. Staff Present: Tammy Audette, Melissa Bushy, Elaine Rychlock, 

Lindsey Deselich, and Legal Counsel, Delray Sparby.  

 

The Board reviewed the agenda.  Administrator Audette requested the addition of the Clearwater  

River Bank Stabilization Project, RLWD Project No. 149B and the TRF FDR Project, RLWD 

Project No. 171A to the agenda. A motion was made by Ose, seconded by Sorenson, and passed 

by a unanimous vote that the Board approve the agenda with the addition of the Clearwater River 

Bank Stabilization Project and the TRF FDR Project to the agenda.  Motion carried.   

 

The Board reviewed the November 13, 2025, Board meeting minutes. Motion by Sorenson, 

seconded by Nelson, to approve the November 13, 2025, Board meeting minutes. Motion 

carried.    

 

The Board reviewed the Financial Report as of November 24, 2025.  Motion by Page, seconded 

by Anderson, to approve the Financial Report as of November 24, 2025. Motion carried. 

 

Administrator Audette discussed the Clearwater River Bank Stabilization Project, RLWD Project 

No. 149B.  Engineer Tony Nordby, Houston Engineering, Inc., gave an update on project 

permits.  Construction is planned for 2026.  

 

Administrator Audette discussed the TRF FDR Project/CP Rail plugged culvert issue. 

 

The Board reviewed Pay Estimate No. 3 to Northern Harbor Construction for the Thief River 

Streambank Stabilization Project-Muzzy & TRF LLC sites, RLWD Project No. 149A in the 

amount of $44,456.78. Motion by Ose, seconded by Sorenson, to approve the payment of Pay 

Estimate No. 3 to Northern Harbor Construction in the amount of $44,456.78 for the Thief River 

Streambank Stabilization Project-Muzzy & TRF LLC sites, RLWD Project No. 149A. Motion 

carried.  

 

Administrator Audette reviewed the revisions to the BWSR Buffer Program Procedures. 

 

The Board reviewed the following permits for approval. Motion by Nelson, seconded by Page, to 

approve the following permits with conditions stated on the permit: No. 25158, Polk County 

Highway Dept., City of Crookston Township, Polk County; No. 25170, Tom Ose, Smiley 

Township, Pennington County. Motion carried.  
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Administrator Audette discussed the Clearwater River/Ki-wo-say Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

 

Administrator Audette shared the upcoming dates for the RRWMB Legislative Open House. The 

Open House will be held on January 20, 2026, at the Marriott Hotel and Convention Center in 

Moorhead, MN. Board members who are interested in attending, please let staff member Bushy 

know. 

 

Administrator’s Update: 

• MN DNR Strategic Plan: Included in the packet is a letter to the MnDNR from the 

RRWMB commenting on the MnDNR Strategic Plan 

• Turtle Connection Cross: Polk County Commissioners will review the Turtle Cross 

Connection easements on their December 2, 2025, Board meeting. District staff contacted 

one landowner last week that we had not previously spoken to.  The District received 

EAW comments from MnDNR, SHPPO, and MPCA. 

• Clearwater Lake: Included in the packet is the Clearwater Lake Association newsletter 

“Dockside”. 

• Moose River/JD 21: Davidson Construction has completed one of the three rock riffles 

in the Moose River/JD 21 system.  The side water inlets were recently installed, with the 

landowner reseeding the buffer strip.  Davidson will be required to replant any disturbed 

buffer strips.  

• MN Watersheds Annual Meeting: Administrator Audette will leave Monday afternoon 

for the MN Watersheds Convention and will not return until Friday.  Staff members 

Hanson, Bushy, Rychlock and Deselich will attend all or parts of the conference. Hanson 

will be presenting at the conference. 

• RLWD Strategic Plan: Staff and Board committee members will be meeting with 

Moriya Rufer, Houston Engineering, and Matt Fischer, BWSR, regarding the Strategic 

Plan either during the MN Watersheds Conference or on December 8th. 

• Flood Damage Reduction Work Group: The next FDRWG meeting will be held in 

conjunction with the Annual Prairie Grains Conference in Grand Forks on December 10. 

 

Legal Counsel Sparby is working on the Border Bank easement for the use of our ditch.  

 

Manager Nelson shared that Pennington County will be hosting a Farmland Renter Conference 

for renters, landowners, and farmers on December 18, 2026. Please call the Pennington County 

Extension Office at 218-683-7030 to register.   

 

Manager Anderson asked about Polk County Ditch 39 and where things are at with this. Legal 

Counsel Sparby suggested that Administrator Audette send out letters. 
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Motion by Dwight, seconded by Sorenson, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

 

_____________________________ 

          LeRoy Ose, Secretary  


