
 

RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT 

Board of Managers Minutes  

July 10, 2025 

 

President, Gene Tiedemann, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Red Lake Watershed 

District Office, Thief River Falls, MN. 

 

Managers Present: Gene Tiedemann, Tom Anderson, Brian Dwight, Terry Sorenson, Grant 

Nelson, LeRoy Ose, and Al Page. Staff Present: Tammy Audette, Melissa Bushy, Elaine 

Rychlock, Tony Olson, Erick Huseth, Lindsey Deselich, and Legal Counsel, Delray Sparby.  

 

The Board reviewed the agenda.  Manager Page requested the addition of a permit violation 

located in Red Lake County be added to the agenda. A motion was made by Ose, seconded by 

Page, and passed by a unanimous vote that the Board approve the agenda with the addition a 

permit violation.  Motion carried.   

 

The Board reviewed the June 26, 2025, Board meeting minutes. Motion by Ose, seconded by 

Anderson, to approve the June 26, 2025, Board meeting minutes.  Motion carried.    

 

The Board reviewed the Financial Report dated July 9, 2025.  Motion by Nelson, seconded by 

Anderson, to approve the Financial Report dated July 9, 2025. Motion carried. 

 

Staff member Elaine Rychlock reviewed the current Certificate of Deposit rates for Dakota 

Heritage Bank, Northern State Bank of Thief River Falls, Edward Jones, and American Federal 

Bank, Fosston. After much discussion, a motion was made by Nelson, seconded by Page, to 

purchase a CD at Northern State Bank of Thief River Falls for seven months at the current 

interest rate of 4.2%. Motion carried.  

 

Manager Page addressed two permit violations located in Red Lake County relating to permits 

No. 24-069 and No. 25-056 with contractor Field Drainage, Inc.  District staff noted that Permit 

No. 24-069 did not have proper erosion control protection as required by the permit and the 

permit rules.  Subsurface drainage tile on Permit No. 25-056 had already been installed when 

staff went to view the permit application location.  This is a direct permit violation of the 

contractor.  It was noted that Field Drainage, Inc. had been previously sent letters regarding prior 

violations and had been reported to the Red Lake County Sheriff’s department for criminal 

prosecution related to prior permit violations.  Motion by Ose, seconded by Sorenson, to submit 

a letter to both permit landowner applicants notifying them of their first, and only warning 

pertaining to unauthorized/unpermitted work.  Motion carried.   After much discussion, a motion 

was made by Nelson, seconded by Ose, that based on Field Drainage, Inc.’s continued violations, 

landowner applicants that will be using Field Drainage, Inc. as a contractor will be required to 

provide financial assurance to the District in the sum of the expected project cost at the time of 

permit application.  Motion carried.  Field Drainage, Inc. will be notified of the Board action by 

letter. 

 

Administrator Audette reviewed the 2026 Approved RRWMB Budget. 
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The Board reviewed Pay Estimate No. 1 for the Red Lake River 1W1P Huot Bank Stabilization, 

RLWD Project No. 149, in the amount of $162,927.85. A motion was made by Sorenson, 

seconded by Page to approve Pay Estimate No. 1 to Olson Construction TRF Inc. for the Red 

Lake River 1W1P Huot Bank Stabilization, RLWD Project No. 149. Motion carried.   

 

The Board reviewed Pay Estimate No. 5 for Chiefs Coulee, RLWD Project No. 46S in the 

amount of $407,170.67. A motion was made by Nelson, seconded by Anderson to approve Pay 

Estimate No. 5 to Quality Spray Foam LLC dba Anderson Excavating for Chiefs Coulee, RLWD 

Project No. 46S. Motion carried.   

 

Administrator Audette reviewed the RRWMB request for base funding for the 2025 Moose 

River/JD 21 Channel Stabilization Project.  

 

Administrator Audette reminded the board of the upcoming SD 83 Project Team Meeting that 

will be held on Wednesday, July 16, 2025 @ 9:00 am. 

 

The Board reviewed the following permits for approval. Motion by Ose, seconded by Anderson, 

to approve the following permits with conditions stated on the permit: No. 25060, Matt Knutson, 

Gervais Township, Red Lake County.   

 

Staff member, Lindsey Deselich, presented the newly updated RLWD Website to the board. 

 

Staff member, Tony Olson, demonstrated RLWD’s new permit database. 

 

Administrator’s Report: 

• Dockside: Included in the packet is the Clearwater Lake Association June newsletter. 

• River Watch Retreat: Included in the packet are photographs from the 2025 Summer 

River Watch Retreat. 

• RRWMB: Administrator Audette has been working with Rob Sib and Dan Money 

regarding the HSEM tour that will be held later this month.   

 

Legal Counsel Sparby stated that he will participate in a continued Zoom conference hearing 

with the district court related to the case remand to the district court in regard to the 

Improvement to Polk County Ditch 39, RLWD Project No. 179.   

 

Manager Dwight shared that the Budget and Salary Committee recently began discussions for 

2026. Manager Dwight also discussed the Mud River Project.  

 

Motion by Ose, seconded by Nelson, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.  

       
_____________________________ 

          LeRoy Ose, Secretary  


