RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT
Board of Managers Minutes
May 8, 2025

President, Gene Tiedemann, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Red Lake Watershed
District Office, Thief River Falls, MN.

Managers Present: Gene Tiedemann, Tom Anderson, Brian Dwight, LeRoy Ose. Terry Sorenson,
Grant Nelson, and Al Page. Staff Present: Melissa Bushy, Elaine Rychlock, Tony Olson, Nate
Koland, Lindsey Deselich, Will Johnson, and Legal Counsel, Delray Sparby.

The Board reviewed the agenda. A motion was made by Page, seconded by Nelson, and passed
by a unanimous vote that the Board approve the agenda. Motion carried.

The Board reviewed the April 24, 2025, Board meeting minutes. Motion by Sorenson, seconded
by Page, to approve the April 24, 2025, Board meeting minutes, with corrections as noted.
Motion carried.

The Board reviewed the Financial Report dated May 7, 2025. Motion by Ose, seconded by
Anderson, to approve the Financial Report dated May 7, 2025, with corrections as noted.
Motion carried.

Staff member Elaine Rychlock reviewed the current Certificate of Deposit rates for Dakota
Heritage Bank, Northern State Bank, Unity Bank, and American Federal Bank, Fosston. We
have a Dakota Heritage Bank Certificate of Deposit that matured on May 9, 2025. A motion was
made by Anderson, seconded by Sorenson, to approve re-investing the CD at Dakota Heritage
Bank for twelve months at the current interest rate of 4.5%. Motion carried.

Staff member Elaine Rychlock reviewed the League of Minnesota Cities Group Self-Insured
Workers” Compensation Plan Notice of Premium Options for Standard Premiums of less than
$25,000. Motion by Sorenson, seconded by Nelson to approve the League of Minnesota Cities
Workers” Compensation Plan Notice of Premium in the amount of $3,459. Motion carried.

Staff member Corey Hanson discussed the Thief River I1W1P Mid-Point Grant Services
Agreement, RLWD Project No. 149A. A motion was made by Ose, seconded by Nelson to
authorize Administrator Audette to sign off on the Agreement with Houston Engineering, Inc. in
the amount of $39,000 for the Thief River 1W1P-Mid Point Grant. Motion carried.

Representatives from the City of Grygla and Moore Engineering appeared before the Board to
discuss the City of Grygla Stormwater Feasibility Analysis related to City street flooding. After
much discussion, a motion was made by Ose, seconded by Dwight to approve the RLWD to pay
50% of their $25,000 proposed Feasibility Analysis cost. Motion carried.

The Board reviewed Change Order No. 1 for the Chief’s Coulee Project, RLWD Project No. 46S
in the amount of $467.52. A motion was made by Sorenson, seconded by Nelson, to approve
Change Order No. 1 for the Chief’s Coulee Project, RLWD Project No. 46S. Motion carried.
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The Board reviewed Pay Estimate No. 3 for the Chief’s Coulee Project, RLWD Project No. 468,
in the amount of $517,766.41, to Quality Spray Foam LLC dba Anderson Excavating. Motion by
Nelson, seconded by Anderson, to approve Pay Estimate No. 3 for the Chief’s Coulee Project,
RLWD Project No. 468, to Quality Spray Foam LLC dba Anderson Excavating in the amount of
$517,766.41. Motion carried

Nate Dalager, HDR Engineering, presented information on the Turtle Cross Connection, RLWD
Project No. 114.

The board discussed possible cost share with the RRWMB for Rural Flood Mapping. The Board
has consensus that they are interested in doing a cost share on this with the RRWMB. Manager
Anderson requested Manager Ose to bring this item to the next RRWMB meeting for discussion.
A motion was made by Ose, seconded by Dwight, to table this item until we have more cost
share information from the RRWMB. Motion carried.

Tony Nordby, HEI, discussed RLWD Project No. 48, Branch A & Branch 1 of JD #2 regarding
potential maintenance concerns. It was the consensus Board, for Nordby to prepare a cost
estimate for engineering services. Discussion was held on holding a landowner meeting and/or
correspondence with the landowners prior to any repairs being done.

Staff member Nate Koland discussed maintenance performed by Mr. Dahlen at Good Lake
Impoundment, RLWD Project No. 67 and expenses incurred to date. After much discussion, a
motion was made by Ose, seconded by Anderson, to approve the submitted maintenance work to
continue at Good Lake. Motion carried.

Tony Nordby, HEI, discussed RLWD Project No. 149, Huot Bank Stabilization. The work is
scheduled to begin in June 2025.

The board discussed RLWD Permit No. 25034 located in Euclid Township, Polk County. A
motion was made by Ose, seconded by Page, to approve RLWD Permit No. 25034. Motion
carried.

The board discussed RLWD Permit No. 25036 located in Valley Township, Marshall County. A
motion was made by Ose, seconded by Nelson, to approve RLWD Permit No. 25036. Motion
carried.

The Board reviewed the following permits for approval. Motion by Anderson, seconded by Ose,
to approve the following permits with conditions stated on the permit: No. 25017, Brian Stanley,
Espelie Township, Marshall County; No. 25027, Susan Alexander, North Township, Pennington
County; No. 25031, Marshall County Highway Dept, East Valley Township, Marshall County;
No. 25032, Marshall County Highway Dept, Mud Lake Township, Marshall County; No. 25035,
Wayne Swanson, Wyandotte Township, Pennington County; No. 25037, Ronald Audette,
Silverton Township, Pennington County.
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Staff member, Lindsey Deselich, presented information on Riverwatch and River of Dreams.
Deselich distributed canoe launch dates to the Board, if they wish to attend.

Administrator Audette joined the meeting.

The 2025 MN Watersheds Summer Tour will be held June 24-26, 2025, in Roseau, MN. Please
let staff member Bushy know if you plan to attend.

Administrator’s Report:

MN Watersheds: Included in the packet is the April 2025 MN Watershed’s newsletter.
FDRWG: Included in the packet is the agenda for the May 21, 2025, Flood Damage
Reduction meeting to be held in Ada, starting at 10:00 a.m. Audette plans to attend the
meeting.

RRWMB-Red River Basin Coordinator: Andrew Graham, Red River Basin
Coordinator, is set to retire at the end of May. On Wednesday afternoon, Audette met with
Mr. Graham and his replacement, Bethany Bethke, for discussion on District projects.
Buffer Strips: We have several ditches with buffer strip violations along the system that
we will need to address. One in particular has already been warned and made to make
repairs to the system. Replacement of right-of-way markers gets costly, with staff time
and cost of the marker. Audette hopes to be able to review this in more detail at a later
date.

Ditch Maintenance: Eric Huseth has been inspecting District ditches for maintenance
concerns. Ditches in western Polk County have major blown in dirt. Staff have been
documenting fields that should take into consideration some sort of soil health practices.
Petition for Judicial Ditch No. 1: Landowner, Greg Hilgeman, is in the process of
acquiring signatures for the Petition for Improvement of a portion of JD 1. We expect to
see the petition within the next several weeks.

Motion by Nelson, seconded by Page, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

LeRoy Ose, Secretary



