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Red Lake Watershed District Long-Term Monitoring Program  

 

 
 

 The RLWD hired a Water Quality Assistant for the summer of 2014. Travis Torkelson 

was hired and began working here in June.  

 The first (a few sites left over from previous months) and second rounds of district-wide 

sampling at long-term monitoring sites were completed for the Red Lake Watershed 

District long term monitoring program. Weôve had plenty of runoff and high flows to 

sample so far this year.  

 High E. coli concentrations were found in samples collected at these sites in June: 

o Silver Creek near Clearbrook (twice) 

o Red Lake River in East Grand Forks 

o Mud River at Hwy 89, Judicial Ditch 21 

o Clearwater River at Plummer (twice) 

o Lower Badger Creek (twice, including SWAG sampling) 

o Poplar River at CR 118 (three times, including SWAG samples) 

o Lost River near Brooks (three times, including SWAG samples) 

o Hill River near Brooks (three times, including SWAG samples) 

o Brandt Channel at Highway 75 

o JD73 at the Badger Lake inlet 

o Burnham Creek at 320
th
 Ave 

 

 



RED LAKE WATERSHED D ISTRICT                                   

MONTHLY WATER QUALIT Y REPORT  June 2014  

 

 Low dissolved oxygen levels (<5 mg/L) were recorded during site visits of the following: 

o  Clearwater River at Hwy 2 

o Walker Brook 

o Clear Brook 

o Heartsville Coulee 

o Lost River upstream of Pine Lake 

o Poplar River near Fosston 

o JD73 at the Badger lake inlet 

o JD73 at the Maple Lake inlet.  

 High turbidity levels (>25 NTRU) were found in the Red Lake River in East Grand Forks 

and in Grand Marais Creek. 

 

Clearwater River Watershed Restoration and Protection (WRAP) Project 

 

 Objective 3 ï Flow Monitoring 

o A HOBO water level logger was deployed at a new site on Terrebonne Creek and 

flow was measured at the site.  

o 59.2 CFS of flow was measured in Lower Badger Creek on 6/24/14. 

 Objective 4 ï Continuous Dissolved Oxygen Monitoring  

o Continuous dissolved oxygen loggers will be deployed by the RLWD at the 

following sites in 2014. There is a goal of 10 2-week deployments at each site.  

Á Poplar River at CSAH 30 (S003-127) 

 Some low (<5 mg/L) daily minimum dissolved oxygen levels were 

recorded in June.  

Á Lost River at 109
th
 Ave (S005-283) 

 Some low (<5 mg/L) daily minimum dissolved oxygen levels were 

recorded in June.  

Á Lost River at 139th Ave (S000-924) 

 Dissolved oxygen levels were good at this site.  

Á Silver Creek at CR111 (S002-082)  

Á Ruffy Brook at CSAH 11 

Á Clearwater River at CSAH 22 (S002-929) 

Á Clearwater River at CSAH 11 (S002-752) 

o The MPCA is also planning to deploy some dissolved oxygen loggers in the 

Clearwater River. They will be deployed for a shorter period of time ï just the 

months of July and August. 

Á Clearwater River, at CSAH 2 (S001-908) 

Á Clearwater River, in Red Lake Falls (S002-118) 

Á Lost River, north of Brooks (S002-133) 

Á Hill River, north of Brooks (S002-134) 

Á Clearwater River at CR127 (S002-916) 

Á Lower Badger Creek at CR114 (S004-837)  

o Sensor caps for In-situ TROLL sondes were ordered.  
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 Objective 5 ï Stream Channel Stability Assessment 

 
 

o RLWD staff made phone calls to landowners to get access permission for getting in 

or out of the rivers.  

o The Clearwater River between CSAH 10 and CSAH 5 was inspected via kayak on 

6/9/14. Bank erosion hazard ratings (BEHIs), Pfankuck ratings, depth measurements, 

georeferenced photos, and bank full width measurements were collected along the 

reach. This reach is part of the channelized portion of the Clearwater River. Banks 

were undercut a bit, but seemed to be relatively stable. There were few major erosion 

problems. There is a definite lack of buffer and shading of the river, so that could be 

negatively affecting dissolved oxygen levels by increasing temperatures in the water. 

Many cliff swallows were living under the bridges (potential source of E. coli).  
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o The Clearwater River, upstream of Clearwater Lake, between CSAH 24 and an 

ATV trail bridge was inspected via kayak on 6/9/14. Bank erosion hazard ratings 

(BEHIs), Pfankuck ratings, depth measurements, georeferenced photos, and bank 

full width measurements were collected along the reach.  

 

       
  

 

 


