CONCLUSIONS

Generally, conventional tile drainage in the Red River Ba-
sin (no surface inlets) should have a positive impact on the
problems of high turbidity, total suspended solids, and
total phosphorus in the Red River Basin. Unfortunately,
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levels.

The wild rice paddies were an exception in that the wild
rice paddymainlinetile water had all the water quality
benefits of conventional agriculture tile, but without the
high nitrate levels.

There are plans to continue the monitoring efforts of this
study, particularly the flow monitoring and runoff event
sampling. Monitoring and research efforts should also be
targeted at evaluating what happens to the concentrated
discharges of nitrates after they enter a river system. Also,
extra monitoring could be done in the lower red river val-
ley, closer to the Red River where soils have higher clay
content.

Please visit the Red Lake Watershed District website
(www.redlakewatershed.org) for the quality assurance pro-
ject plan, reports, presentations, and more..
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