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TMDLs In the RLWD

What is a TMDL?

ÁTMDL stands for Total Maximum Daily Load

ÁThe term TMDL is used in several ways

ïRefers to an impairment of a river reach or lake

ïReference to Impaired Waters and the MPCAôs 

approach to solving pollution problems

ÁTMDL List 

ÁTMDL Study 

ÁTMDL Plan
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What is a TMDL?

ÁA calculation of the maximum amount of a 

pollutant that a water body can receive and 

still attain water quality standards

ÁA plan to attain and maintain water quality 

standards

TMDL studies: 

ÁRecruit stakeholders who use or know 

the affected water to advise the project 

ÁDevelop a plan for the study    

ÁIdentify all sources of the pollutant. 

ÁUse scientific information and prediction 

tools to suggest ways to reduce the 

pollutant at the source. 
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Study outcomes

ÁPollutant sources identified.

ÁDesired pollutant load defined.

ÁStrategies to achieve the desired load 

identified.

ÁLikelihood of achieving the desired load 

is predicted.

Background on TMDLs

ÅClean Water Act requires states to 
adopt water quality standards

ÅWaters classified to meet uses 

ÅState assesses attainment of 
standards biennially

ÅIf a lake or stream/river fails to 
meet standards, it is listed as 
impaired
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ñTMDLeseò
Á305(b) Report = Report of ALL assessed waters

Á303(d) List = Waters found to be impaired as a 
result of assessment 

ÁDesignated Uses - Specific uses identified for 
all waterbodies in the state:

ÁDrinking water, Aquatic Life and Recreation, 
Agriculture, Wildlife, Industrial Consumption, 
Aesthetic Enjoyment, and Navigation. 

Methods for Determination of 

Impairment

ÁBased upon EPA standards for Minnesota 

Waters

ÁMPCA Guidance Manual for Assessing the 

Quality of Minnesota Surface Waters for 

Determination of Impairment ï305(b) Report 

and 303(d) List

ïhttp://www.pca.state.mn.us/publications/wq-iw1-

06.pdf


