
 
 

In the early 1900s, a joint State and County drainage project constructed a 1¼ 
mile outlet channel to Grand Marais Creek to provide a shorter outlet to the 
Red River and effectively abandoned the lower 6 miles of the natural channel.  
In recent times, the ditch has eroded from its original shape to a channel of 
steep gradients and unstable banks.  This has resulted in head cutting of the 
channel and nearly continuous channel erosion and bank sloughing with the 
effect of depositing up to an estimated annual average of 700 tons of sediment 
into the Red River. 
 
With a grant from the Clean Water Fund, the Red Lake Watershed District 
proposes to construct a project to stabilize the outlet channel.  Drop 
structures/spillways will be used to flatten the channel profile to non-erosive 
velocities thereby eliminating the head cutting, bank sloughing and transport 
of sediments to the Red River.  The cross section of the channel will be re-
established and critical areas will be armored to prevent future bank cutting.  
These repairs should reduce the turbidity impairments in the Red River. 
 
This project is a component of a larger plan for the Grand Marais watershed 
that also includes restoration of the original Grand Marais Channel.  This larger 
plan would divert flows from the outlet channel, further reducing the potential 
for erosion.  Re-establishing flows to the original Grand Marais channel will 
enhance wildlife and aquatic habitats for an approximate 6 mile stretch of 
natural channel. 

Project Narrative 

Grand Marais Creek Cut 
Channel Stabilization 

 

Clean Water Grant $585,552 

Leveraged Funds* $308,000 

Total Project 
Budget 

$893,552 

Grant Period: 
 January 2011 - December 2012 

Project Contact: 
 Myron Jesme 
 (218) 681-5800 0 
 jesme@wiktel.com 
 redlakewatershed.org 

 

  

Partners: 
 Polk County, West Polk Soil & 
Water Conservation District, State 
of Minnesota 

* Leveraged Funds include 
required 25% local match 

Clean Water Funds: 2011 

Targeted Water: 
 Grand Marais Creek 

Project Sponsor: 
 Red Lake Watershed District 
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