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Letter from the President 
 

 

 

       
Greetings to all the citizens of the Red Lake Watershed District and other interested parties.   

 

One of the first things that seem to dictate how the year will go for the Red Lake Watershed District is the 

spring runoff event.  The spring runoff event this year was very intense throughout our District and 

surrounding areas.  Crookston witnessed some very high flood events which threatened their town along 

with the rural communities along the Red Lake River and Red River of the North, which in some areas 

remained flooded upwards of 5 weeks.  The only place along the Red River Valley that appeared not to be 

affected by the flood was the City of East Grand Forks as their flood control project, by most account, was a 

huge success.   

 

In the year 2009, one of your Watershed District Board members was re-appointed by his respective county 

and one of your members chose not to seek re-appointment.  Gene Tiedemann, Euclid, was reappointed by 

Polk County to represent the Western portion of their county and Vernon Johnson, after serving Clearwater 

County for 21 years decided to start fishing on a full time basis.  Clearwater County replaced Vernon with 

Kelly Nordlund, Clearbrook, who presently is serving his first year of a three year term. 

 

I would like to remind the citizens that the goals of a watershed district are to manage water in the areas of 

flood control, drainage, and water quality.  We continue to hold our meetings on the second and fourth 

Thursday of each month and welcome public interests and/or attendance at these meetings.  

 

This year was a very busy year for our staff as we completed various on-going projects as well as starting 

many new.  All projects are listed in detail in this report and I urge you to review them.   

 

The Watershed District and staff have comfortably settled in our new office located at 1000 Pennington 

Avenue South, Thief River Falls, MN.  Feel free to stop in and have a cup of coffee and if you do not have 

time, you can go to our website http://www.redlakewatershed.org and take a virtual tour of the new facility.    

 

Our 2009 Annual Audit is included in this report in an abbreviated form. A complete copy of the 2009 

Annual Audit may be obtained at the District office at 1000 Pennington Avenue South, Thief River Falls. 

 

Once again, it was a pleasure to serve as President of the Board in 2009.   

 

Sincerely, 

       
       Dale M. Nelson, President 

       Red Lake Watershed District 
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Board of Managers ï 2009 
 

 
Front Row (left to right):  Gene Tiedemann, Dale M. Nelson, LeRoy Ose 

Second Row (left to right):  Lee Coe, Kelly Nordlund and Orville Knott.  Absent: Jim Votava 

 

 

 

                                        
                             

        

       
 

 

 

    

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gene Tiedemann was re-appointed to the RLWD 

Board of Managers for a 3-year term.  Gene will 

represent West Polk County for the years 2009-2012. 

After serving on the RLWD Board 

representing Clearwater County for 21 years, 

Vernon Johnson did not seek re-appointment. 

 

 

LeRoy Ose was appointed to fill the unexpired term of 

Arnold Stanley.  LeRoy's term expires January 2011.   

Kelly Nordlund replaced Vernon Johnson representing 

Clearwater.  Kelly's term expires January 2012.   
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Staff - 2009   

 

 
 

Front row : Jim Blix-Water Quality/Natural Resources Technician; Tammy Audette-Accounting 

Assistant/Secretary; Arlene Novak-Accounting/Secretary; Back Row: (left to right) Loren Sanderson- 

Engineering Assistant; Gary Lane-Engineering Technician II; Myron Jesme-Administrator; Corey Hanson- 

Water Quality Coordinator.  
 

                            Office 
     The Red Lake Watershed District  

              Office is located at:       

    1000 Pennington Avenue South 

      Thief River Falls, MN  56701    

                  Office Hours: 

Monday ï Friday, 8:00 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

       Phone:  218-681-5800 

        Fax:  218-681-5839 

 Website: redlakewatershed.org 

  E-Mail:  rlwaters@wiktel.com 

      

 

Meetings 
 

The Board of Managers held twenty-four regularly scheduled board meetings in 2009.  These regular 

meetings are held the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursday of each month at the District office at 9:00 a.m.  Notice of these 

meetings are mailed or e-mailed to the Advisory Committees, county auditors, county commissioners, and 

SWCD/NRCS offices and by subscription.  Minutes from board meetings are available by visiting our 

website at www.redlakewatershed.org/minutes.  The 2009 General Fund Budget hearing was held on 

September 11, 2008.  Notice for the General Fund Budget hearing was published in at least one newspaper 

in each of the 10 counties within the watershed district. 

 

mailto:rlwaters@wiktel.com
http://www.redlakewatershed.org/minutes
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2009 Overall Advisory Committee 
 

John A. Nelson, Walker Brook Area 

Lloyd Wiseth, Marshall/Beltrami SWCD, Grygla 

Steve Holte, Farmer/Landowner 

Emmitt Weidenborner, Upper Red Lake Area 

John Ungerecht, Upper Red Lake Area 

Dan Schmitz, Black River Area 

Gilbert Weber, Burnham Creek Area 

John Gunvalson, Clearwater River Area 

Roger Love, Grand Marais Area 

Dave Rodahl, Thief River Area 

Joel Rohde, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians  

 

 

 

 

2009 Subwatershed Advisory Committee Members 
 

Black River Area        Lost River Area   Walker Brook Area 
*Dan Schmitz, RLF      Gary Mathis, Gonvick   *John A. Nelson, Clearbrook 

Curt Beyer, RLF            

 

Moose River Area      Grand Marais/Red Area  Pine Lake Area   
Wayne Larson, Middle River     Jeep Mattson, EGF      

Gordon Foss, Grygla      Allen Love, Euclid       

Elroy Aune, Gatzke      Conrad Zak, EGF 

 

Burnham Creek      Poplar River Area   Red Lake River Area 
*Gilbert Weber, Crookston          Don Barron, TRF 

Dan Geist, Crookston       Keith Driscoll, EGF 

 

Clearwater River Area     Upper Red Lake Area  Clearwater Lake Area 
Steve Linder, Oklee      *Emmitt Weidenborner, Kelliher  John Cucci, Clearbrook 

*John Gunvalson, Gonvick     *John Ungerecht, Northome   

Arthur Wagner, Gonvick 

 

Hill River Area      Thief River Area  *Overall Advisory Committee Member 
Jake Martell, Oklee      Richard Engelstad, Gatzke 

        *Dave Rodahl, TRF  

        Larry Hagen, Gatzke     

 

 
The members of the Overall Advisory and the Subwatershed Advisory Committees met on April 7, 2009.  

Seventeen advisory members, five District Board members, and five District staff members were in 

attendance.    Staff members from the Red Lake Watershed District gave presentations on projects within 

the District and answered questions from the Advisory Committee members.  
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History of the Red Lake Watershed District 
 

 

The Red Lake Watershed District covers an area of approximately 5,990 square miles in northwestern 

Minnesota and includes all of Red Lake County, most of Pennington County, and parts of Mahnomen, 

Polk, Itasca, Marshall, Clearwater, Beltrami, Roseau, and Koochiching Counties. 

 

A governmental unit known as the Red Lake Drainage and Conservancy District preceded the Red Lake 

Watershed District, whose territory included approximately the same land. Under the Conservancy District, 

three major improvement projects were completed: dredging of the Clearwater, Red Lake, and Lost Rivers. 

 

The Board of Directors of the Red Lake Drainage and Conservancy District felt the District could better 

function under the Minnesota Watershed Act.  The Board petitioned the District Court for the right to 

operate under Chapter 112, the Minnesota Watershed Act.  A hearing was held in Thief River Falls on 

January 25, 1969, and the Conservancy District was authorized to operate under and exercise all the rights 

and authorities contained in the Minnesota Watershed Act. 

 

The Board petitioned the Minnesota Water Resources Board (now the Board of Water and Soil Resources) 

on July 24, 1969, amended January 20, 1970, for a change of name, review of boundary, and distribution of 

managers of the Watershed District.  A hearing on the matter was held at Thief River Falls on March 31, 

1970, and at Kelliher on April 2, 1970.  In their Order, the Water Resources Board stated that the principle 

place of business shall be at Thief River Falls; that a description of the land within the District be written; 

specified that the Board of Managers be seven members, the procedure by which county boards shall 

appoint managers and terms of office for the Managers. 

 

On March 25, 1975, the Red Lake Watershed District adopted the Rules and Regulations pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes.  They were amended on May 12, 1978; December 14, 1978; August 10, 1989; and 

reviewed and updated on June 24, 1993, to be entitled ñPermit and Drainage Rules of the Red Lake 

Watershed District.ò 

 

In 1977, the Red Lake Watershed District signed a Joint Powers Agreement with other watershed districts 

in the Red River Basin to form the Lower Red River Watershed Management Board.  In 1991, the name 

was changed to the Red River Watershed Management Board. This organization currently consists of eight 

watershed districts in the Red River Basin and provides funding to member districts, primarily for 

floodwater detention structures, which benefit more than one member district. The levy collected is used 

for funding the development, construction, and maintenance of projects of common benefit to the Red 

River Basin. 

 

The Red Lake Watershed District currently is governed by Minnesota Statutes 103D, which provides a 

broader scope for a local unit of government to manage quantity and quality of water within the 

hydrological boundaries. 

 
 



RLWD 2009 Annual Report  7 

 

 

 

2009 District  Projects  
 

          

Grand Marais Sub Watershed Project (RLWD Project #60B) 

 
In 1999, a Project Work Team was organized consisting of Local, State, Federal Agencies and local 

landowners; this project team was identified as Project 60 Work Team.  Through a series of meetings and 

consensus based agreements, priorities were identified for the Project Work Team to focus on for the 

foreseeable future.   

 

In 2003, the Project Work Team held 9 meetings in our District office.  From these meetings, the Project 

Work Team identified a series of potential projects to an area east of East Grand Forks, MN that would 

help alleviate flooding problems to an area consisting of approximately 50 square miles.  This area would 

be later identified as the ñGrand Marais Creek Subwatershed Projectò.   

 

In May of 2003, the Board voted to proceed with the Step 1 submittal for funding to the Flood Damage 

Reduction Work Group in the event that the Board would decide to proceed with this project. This 

submittal was accepted by the Work Group and at their June meeting they appropriated $20,000 toward the 

preliminary engineering of this project.   

 

In the summer of 2003, Governor Pawlenty announced his vision for a Clean Water Initiative.  Part of this 

Initiative was the selection of demonstration projects from four general areas that represent some of the 

stateôs most unique and important water challenges.  Projects were selected using criteria based on value, 

measurable results within three years, local support, and alignment of local and state priorities, 

transferability, and scale.  As part of the Initiative, the ñGrand Marais Subwatershed Projectò was selected 

by the Governors Clean Water Cabinet as a pilot project for the Red River Basin.  Selection of this project 

acknowledges that the Pawlenty administration has placed a priority on flood damage reduction efforts as 

well as water quality and Natural Resource Enhancement.  

 

At their meeting in August of 2003, the Board voted to proceed with the preliminary engineers report to 

better identify the potential costs of this project.   

 

In January of 2004, the Board instructed the District Administrator to proceed with the negotiations for the 

land required for this project.  Discussion with the landowners progressed throughout the year and options 

were signed for acquisitions of property. 

 

In May of 2004, the preliminary engineers report for both the Euclid East and the Brandt Impoundments 

was presented to the Board of Managers.  Due to the Minnesota Legislatureôs inaction on a 2004 bonding 

bill, the board moved and passed a motion to table the two reports until state funding could be secured.   

 

In April of 2005, the State of Minnesota passed a bonding bill which appropriated $2,000,000 to assist in 

the land acquisition and construction of Euclid East and Brandt Impoundments.  Although the District 

received less than the requested $2,600,000, the Board of Managers instructed the Project Engineer to 

proceed with the development of the project and start preparations for the hearing at their regularly 

scheduled meeting held April 14, 2005. 

 

On June 23, 2005, a public hearing was called to order at the Youngquist Auditorium in Crookston 

Minnesota, for the Grand Marais Creek Subwatershed Project, RLWD Project No. 60B. 

 

On July 14, 2005 the Board of Managers accepted the Findings of Facts as written and approved the 

Chairmanôs signature. 
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On August 25, 2005, the Board adopted a resolution for the Flood Hazard Mitigation Grant Agreement 

with the Department of Natural Resources for the Grand Marais Creek Subwatershed Project for the Euclid 

East Impoundment, RLWD Project #60C, and the Brandt Impoundment, RLWD Project #60D.  This 

project will be funded by the following entities: State of Minnesota 50%, Red River Watershed 

Management Board 37.5%, and the Red Lake Watershed District 12.5%.   

 

At their regularly scheduled Board meeting on April 27, 2006, the Engineer presented the Final Engineerôs 

Report for both the Euclid East (Project 60C) and Brandt (Project 60D) Impoundments.  After considerable 

discussion, the Board approved the Final Reports and instructed the Administrator to proceed with the 

advertisement for bids with each Impoundment being bid separately. 

 

Bids were opened on May 25, 2006, for the construction of Euclid East Impoundment.  Six bids were 

received with the low bid being awarded to R.J. Zavoral & Sons Inc., East Grand Forks, MN, in the 

amount of $1,574,672.13.   Following the bid opening for the Euclid East Impoundment, the bid opening 

for Brandt Impoundment was held.  Five bids were received with the low bid being awarded to R.J. 

Zavoral & Sons Inc., East Grand Forks, MN, in the amount of $1,980,388.01.   

 

On September 27, 2007, the Board of Managers held a final payment hearing for R.J. Zavoral &  

Sons Inc. for the construction of Euclid East Impoundment (RLWD Project 60C) and Brandt Impoundment 

(Project 60D).  Construction cost for Euclid East Impoundment was $1,625,090.36 and total construction 

costs for Brandt Impoundment to each project was $2,043,389.26.   A description of these two projects is 

provided later in this report. 
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Brandt Channel Outlet Restoration (RLWD Project #60E) 
 

In October of 2005, the District entered into a grant agreement with Board of Water and Soil Resources 

that was to be used for the construction and water quality monitoring of the restoration of a natural coulee 

referred to as Brandt Channel.  The project purpose is to restore the natural coulee to its original course, 

construct set back levees, and field inlet culverts for the protection to adjacent agricultural lands during 

draw down of flood waters from the Brandt Impoundment.  The water quality monitoring initiative of the 

grant was to measure reduction in turbidity, improvement in water quality and enhancement of wildlife 

habitat.  The project is located in Section 11 and Section 12, Euclid Township, Polk County, approximately 

12 miles north of Crookston.  

 

Bids were opened on May 24, 2007 for the construction of the Brandt Channel Outlet Restoration.  

Fourteen bids were received with the low bid 

being awarded to TS Holte Construction, Oslo, 

MN, in the amount of $57,197.81.  Construction 

on this project started in July 2007 and was 

substantially completed in the fall of 2007.   

 

In 2008, the Board decided to extend this project 

downstream and refer to the project as Phase II of 

the Brandt Channel Outlet Restoration.  This 

project continues the restoration through an 

additional 6,000 feet of a natural coulee starting ½ 

mile west of the portion substantially completed in 

the fall of 2007.  The estimated cost of this portion 

of restoration is $200,000 which is to be paid from 

a 50/50 cost share agreement with of Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources and a non-

matching grant from Working Lands Initiative. 

      

In the summer of 2009, the project was completed and on August 13, 2009, the Red Lake Board of 

Managers held a final payment hearing for TS Holte Construction, Oslo, MN.  Total construction cost of 

this project was $102,728.52. 
 

 

 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

Channel Excavation 

Restored channel alignment 
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Grand Marais Outlet Restoration (RLWD Project 60F) 
 

Project 60F is a single component of the ñGrand Marais Creek Subwatershed Flood Damage Reduction 

Project ï Project 60Bò which was described above.  This project addresses the Natural Resource 

Enhancement goals of the 1998 Flood Damage Reduction Mediation Agreement and restoring an adequate 

and stable outlet to the Grand Marais Creek subwatershed and its several tributaries.  The project objective 

focuses on restoring riparian and aquatic characteristics along the lower six miles of the Grand Marais 

Creek to its confluence with the Red River. This lower reach was abandoned in the early 1900ôs as a result 

of drainage improvements.  

 

The project objectives for the 6 mile Grand Marais Creek Outlet Restoration Project are as follows:   

¶ Restore the original Grand Marais Creek (channel and riparian area) aquatic features and 

wildlife habitat  

¶ Protect the restored corridor along the entire 6 mile outlet of the Grand Marais Creek 

through establishment of a perpetual RIM easement  

¶ Restore entire corridor with native vegetation 

¶ Restore fish passage ability along the original Grand Marais Creek 

¶ Enhance water quality in the Red River by significantly reducing existing outlet channel 

erosion 

The project features proposed to achieve the intended project goals are as follows:  

¶ Construction of a diversion structure (ñWeirò) capable of diverting all low flows from the 

existing outlet channel (Legal Drainage Ditch) to the restored Grand Marais Creek outlet 

¶ Reconstruct original Grand Marais channel to restore, enhance and protect the original 

Natural Resource Benefits (riparian corridor, aquatic/wildlife habitat, fish passage, etc.) 

¶ Construct setback levees to contain the diverted high flows and create a riparian buffer 

between the restored channel and agricultural land 

¶ Construct grade stabilization structures on the existing outlet channel (Legal Drainage 

Ditch) to reduce erosion and improve water quality on the Red River 

¶ Provide project partner information on site (signage, etc.) 

 

This project is located within the boundaries of the Red Lake Watershed District and the Middle Snake 

Tamarac Rivers Watershed District and because of this, on December 15, 2008, the Red Lake Watershed 

District and the Middle Snake Tamarac Rivers Watershed District entered into a ñJoint Powers Agreementò 

to follow this project through the necessary procedures.  Part of this agreement was to establish a ñJoint 

Boardò comprised of three members of the RLWD and two members of the MSTRWD.  This Board shall 

have all powers to exercise any power common to either watershed district Board of Managers.   

 

In 2009, the Joint Board instructed the engineer to proceed with the Environmental Assessment Worksheet 

for the project.  On May 28, 2009, the Joint Board approved the EAW and authorized the Red Lake 

Watershed District staff  proceed with the distribution and advertising of the document.  On August 13, 

2009, the engineer commented on the EAW submittal and the Joint Board adopted a Resolution approving 

the Negative EIS Declaration, Findings of Fact, Conclusion of Law, and Order. 

 

The Joint Board also decided to move forward with land easement acquisition of approximately 470 acres 

of land which will be funded in part by a Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM) program.  This program will ensure 

that land easements will be in place at such time funding for the project becomes available. 

 

It is assumed that in 2010, the Joint Board will continue to investigate funding sources for this project. 
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Improvement to and Establishment of a Lateral to Polk Co. Ditch #53 (RLWD 

Ditch 12 Project #169) 
 

On March 22, 2007, the Red Lake Watershed District Board of Managers was presented and accepted a 

petition for the improvement of approximately 3.5 miles of open channel on Polk County Ditch #53.  The 

existing ditch system, including all laterals, consists of approximately 10.3 miles of open channel and is 

located in Tynsid Township in Polk County, Minnesota.  At this same meeting, the Board of Managers 

appointed HDR Engineering, Inc. as the engineer for the project and instructed them to develop a 

Preliminary Engineers Report.  It was also mentioned by the petitionerôs legal counsel, Mr. Kurt Deter, that 

an additional petition will be forthcoming for construction of a lateral to Polk County Ditch No. 53, which 

will be submitted on a portion of a tributary listed as a Protected Waters within the MnDNR. 

 

On August 9, 2007, the Red Lake Watershed District Board of Managers was presented and accepted a 

petition for a Lateral to Polk County Ditch #53.  The Petition for a Lateral to Polk County Ditch No. 53 

calls for cleaning and designing of 2 ½ to 3 miles of a drainage course located in Bygland and Tynsid 

Townships in Polk County, Minnesota, which is listed as a protected waters under the jurisdiction of the 

MnDNR and would serve as an alternate route to the Huntsville Coulee.  At the same meeting, the Board 

of Managers appointed HDR Engineering, Inc. as the engineer for the project and requested the 

development of a Preliminary Engineers report. On December 27, 2007, the RLWD Board of Managers 

approved the revised Preliminary Engineerôs Report presented to them by HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 

On February 12, 2008, a preliminary hearing for this project was held at the Youngquist Auditorium, 

University of Minnesota-Crookston, Crookston, MN.  The engineer presented the Preliminary Engineerôs 

Report to the public in accordance to the petition.  (A video copy of the hearing is on file at the Red Lake 

Watershed District office and available for public viewing).  Following the closing of the hearing, the 

Board approved the Preliminary Engineerôs Report which they deemed practical and feasible, appointed 

three viewers, and directed the engineer to prepare a detailed study and final report.  On August 25, 2008, a 

final hearing for this project was held at the Youngquist Auditorium, University of Minnesota-Crookston, 

Crookston, MN, concerning the Final Engineerôs Report and Viewersô Report.  After lengthy testimony 

and questions, the hearing was adjourned. 

 

On September 4, 2008, by two separate motions, the Red Lake Watershed District Board of Managers 

approved the Viewers Report as amended and to establish the lateral to Polk County Ditch 53, RLWD 

Ditch 12 and to approve the Viewers Report as amended and to establish the Improvement to Polk County 

Ditch 53, RLWD Ditch 12, Project No. 169, pursuant to the Detailed Findings and Order presented by 

Legal Counsel.  Bids for construction were taken on September 25, 2008.  A special meeting was held on 

September 29, 2009 at which the low bid was awarded to R.J. Zavoral & Sons, Inc. in the amount 

$488,491.76.  Due to wet conditions in the fall of 2008, construction started on this project in late spring of 

2009. 

 

Although wet conditions and flooding lasted well into the spring and early summer 2009, construction on 

this project was finally completed in the fall.  On October 22, 2009, a final payment hearing was held for 

R.J. Zavoral & Sons.  Hearing no objections from the public, the Board by motion agreed to make a final 

payment in the amount of $87,106.38.  Total construction costs on this project totaled $564,484.32. 

 

On April 2, 2009 Polk County Commissioners held a hearing at Younquist Auditorium, University of 

Minnesota Crookston, to transfer jurisdiction of the remaining laterals of Polk County Ditch #53 to the Red 

Lake Watershed.  This transfer of Branches which included Polk County Ditch #53 Branch #1, Polk 

County Ditch #108 and Polk County Ditch #53 Branch #2.  After considerable discussion from the 

audience, a motion was made and approved to transfer upwards of 7 miles of the remaining Branches of 

Polk County Ditch #53 to the Red Lake Watershed District and that they be combined with the existing 

Red Lake Watershed District Ditch #12. 
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