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Letter from the President

Greetings to all the citizens of the Red Lake Watershed District and other interested parties.

One of the first things that seem totdie how the year will go for the Red Lake Watershed District is the
spring runoff event. The spring runoff event this year was very intense throughout our District and
surrounding areas. Crookston withessed some very high flood events which thrdatgnedi along

with the rural communities along the Red Lake River and Red River of the, Mbitth in some areas
remained flooded upards of 5 weeks. The only place along the Red River Valley that appedrtedbe
affected by the flood was thatZ of East Grand Forks as their flood control projégt most acount,was a
huge success.

In the year 2009, one of your Watbed District Board members wasappointed by his respective county

and one of your members chose not to segppwintment. @ne Tiedemann, Euclid, was reappointed by

Polk County to represent the Western portion of their county and Vernon Johnson, after serving Clearwater
County for 21 years decided to start fishing on a full time basis. Clearwater County replaced Vernon with
Kelly Nordlund,Clearbrook, wh@resentlyis sening his first year of a three year term.

I would like to remind the citizens that the goals watershed district are to manage water in the areas of
flood control, drainage, and water quality. We corgitmhold our meetings on the second and fourth
Thursday of each month and welcome public interests and/or attendance at these meetings.

This year was a very busy year for our staff as we completed variay@ranprojects as well as starting
many new.All projects are listed in detail in this report and | urge you to review them.

The Watershed District and staff have comfortably settled in our new office located at 1000 Pennington
Avenue South, Thief River Falls, MN. Feel free to stop in and haug af coffee and if you do not have
time, you can go to our websitétp://www.redlakewatershed.oagmd take a virtual tour of the new facility.

Our 2009 Annual Audit is included in this report in an abbreviated form. A complete copy of the 2009
Annual Audit may be obtained at the District office at 1000 Pennington Avenue South, Thief River Falls.

Once again, it was a pleasure to serve as President of the Board in 2009.

Sincerely,

[ hoern 2 s~

Duale M. NelsonPresident
Red Lake Watershddistrict
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Board of Managersi 2000

Front Row (left to righ)): Gene Tiedemann, Dale M. NelsdargRoy Ose
Second Row(left to righ)): Lee CoeKelly Nordlund andOrville Knott. Absent: Jim Votava

After serving on the RLWD Board Gene Tiedemann was-appointed to the RLWD
representing Clearwater County for 21 years, Board of Managers for aear term. Gene will
Vernon Johnsodid not seek r@ppointment. represent West Polk County for the years 20092.

LeRoy Ose was appointed to fill the unexpired term Kelly Nordlund replaced Vernon Johnson reggnting
Arnold Stanley. LeRoy's term expires January 201 Clearwater. Kelly's term expires January 2012.
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Staff - 2009

Front row : Jim Blix-Water Quality/Natural Resources Techniciimmmy AudetteAccounting
Assistant/Secretaryrlene NovakAccountingSecretaryBack Row: (left to right) Loren Sanderson
Engineering AssistanGary LaneEngineeringlechnician If Myron JesmeAdministrator Corey Hanson
Water Quality Coordinator

Office
TheRed Lake Watershed District
Office is located at:
1000 PenningtovenueSouth
Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Office Hours:
Mondayi Friday, 8:00 a.mi 4:30 p.m.
Phone: 21&81-5800
Fax: 218681-5839
Website: redlakewatershed.org
E-Mail: rlwaters@wiktel.com

Meetings

The Board of Managerseld twenty-four regularly scheduled board meetings in 200These regular
meetings are held thé“2and 4" Thursday of each month at the District office at 9:00 alNntice of these
meetingsare mailed or emailedto the Advisory Committees, county auditors, county commissionats,
SWCD/NRCS officesand by subgiption. Minutes from board meetinggre available by visiting our
website at www.redlakewatershed.org/minutes The 20® General Fund Budget hearing was held on
Septembedl, 208. Notice for the General Fund Budget hearing was published in at least one newspaper
in each of the 10 counties within tivatershed district.
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200 Overall Advisory Committee

John A. Nelson, Walker Brook Area
Lloyd Wiseth, Marshall/Beltrami SWCD, Grygla
Steve Holte, Farmer/Landowner
Emmitt Weidenborner, Upper Red Lake Area
John Ungerecht, Upper Red Lake Area
Dan SchmitzBlack River Area
Gilbert Weber, Burnham Creek Area
John Gunvalson, Clearwater River Area
Roger Love, Grand Marais Area
Dave Rodahl, Thief River Area

Joel Rohde, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians

2000 Subwatershed Advisory Committee Members

Black River Area Lost River Area Walker Brook Area
*Dan Schmitz, RLF Gary Mathis, Gonvick *John A. Nelson, Clearbrook
Curt Beyer, RLF

Moose River Area Grand Marais/Red Area Pine Lake Area
Wayne Larson, Middle River Jeep Maton, EGF

Gordon Foss, Grygla Allen Love, Euclid

Elroy Aune,Gatxke Conrad Zak, EGF

Burnham Creek Poplar River Area Red Lake River Area
*Gilbert Weber, Crookston Don Barron, TRF

Dan Geist, Crookston Keith Driscoll, EGF
Clearwater River Area Upper Red Lake Area Clearwater Lake Area
Steve Linder, Oklee *Emmitt Weidenborner, Kelliher John Cucci, Clearbrook
*John Gunvalson, Gonvick *John Ungerecht, Northome

Arthur Wagner, Gonvick

Hill River Area Thief River Area *Qverall Advisory Committee Member
Jake Martell, Oklee Richard Engelstad, Gatzke

*Dave Rodahl, TRF

Larry Hagen, Gatzke

The members of th@verall Advisory andthe Subwatershed Advisory Committeet onApril 7, 2009
Seventeemrdvisory membersfive District Board memberandfive District staff membersvere in

attendance. Staff members from the Red Lake Watershed District gave presentations on projects within
the Districtand answereduestions from th&dvisory Committee members.
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History of the Red Lake Watershed District

The Red Lake Watershed District covers an aregpfoximatelys,990 square miles in northwestern
Minnesota and includes all of Red Lake County, most of Pennington Coudtyage of Mahnomen,
Polk, Itasca, Marshall, Clearwater, Beltrami, Roseau, and Koochiching Counties.

A governmental unit known as the Red Lake Drainage and Conservancy District preceded the Red Lake
Watershed District, whose territory included approxityaiee same land. Under the Conservancy District,
three major improvement projects were completed: dredging of the Clearwater, Red Lake, and Lost Rivers.

The Board of Directors of the Red Lake Drainage and Conservancy District felt the District caard bett
function under the Minnesota Watershed Act. The Board petitioned the District Court for the right to
operate under Chapter 112, the Minnesota Watershed Act. A hearing was held in Thief River Falls on
January 25, 1969, and the Conservancy Districtaméisorized to operate under and exercise all the rights
and authorities contained in the Minnesota Watershed Act.

The Board petitioned the Minnesota Water Resources Board (now the Board of Water and Soil Resources)
on July 24, 1969, amended JanuaryI®J0, for a change of name, review of boundary, and distribution of
managers of the Watershed District. A hearing on the matter was held at Thief River Falls on March 31,
1970, and at Kelliher on April 2, 1970. In their Order, the Water Resources Bdaditkt the principle

place of business shall be at Thief River Falls; that a description of the land within the District be written;
specified that the Board of Managers be seven members, the procedure by which county boards shall
appoint managers andmes of office for the Managers.

On March 25, 1975, the Red Lake Watershed District adopted the Rules and Regulations pursuant to
Minnesota Statutes. They were amended on May 12, 1978; December 14, 1978; August 10, 1989; and
reviewed and updated onJunk2 199 3, to be entitled APer mit and
Watershed District 0

In 1977, the Red Lake Watershed District signed at Jodowers Agreement withther watershed districts

in the Red River Basin to form the Lower Red River Watershedagement Board. In 1991, the name

was changed to the Red BiMWWatershed Management Board. This organization currently consists of eight
watershed districts in the Red River Basin and provides funding to member districts, primarily for
floodwater detentio structures, which benefit more than one member distia. levy collected is used

for funding the development, construction, and maintenance of projects of common benefit to the Red
River Basin.

The Red Lake Watershed District currently is governeMlimnesota Statutes 103D, which provides a
broader scope for a local unit of government to manage quantity and quality of water within the
hydrological boundaries.
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2009 District Projects |

Grand Marais Sub WatershedProject (RLWD Project #60B)

In 1999, a Project Work Team was organized consisting of Local, Beateral Agencies and local
landownersthis project team was identified as Project 60 Work Te@hrough a series of meetings and
consensus based agreemgpitiorities were identied for the Project Work Team to focus on for the
foreseeable future.

In 2003, the Project Work Team held 9 meetimgour District office. Fronthese meetingshe Project

Work Team identifiedh series of potential projects to an area east of Rasid@orks, MN that would

help alleviate flooding problems to an area consisting of approximately 50 square miles. This area would

be | ater identified aatéehshéaGrBndj Matrai s Creek Su

In May of 2003 the Board voted to proceed with tB&ep 1 submittal for funding to the Flood Damage
Reduction Work Group in the event that the Board would decide to proceed with this project. This

submittal was accepted by the Work Group and at their June meeting they appropriated $20,000 toward the
preliminary engineering of this project.

In the simmer of 2003, Governor Pawlenty announced his vision for a Clean Water Initiative. Part of this
Initiative was the selection of demonstration projects from four general areas that represent some of the
statd s most unigue and i mportant water chall enges.
measurable results within three years, local support, and alignment of local and state priorities,
transferability, and scaleéAs part of tke Initiative,t he A Gr andvaMar ahed SBboj ect o w
by the Governors Clean Water Cabinet as a pilot project for the Red River Bag#ation of this project
acknowledges that the Pawlenty administration has placed a priority on flood damage redfiocties
well as water quality and &uralResourceEnhancement

At their meeting inAugust of 2003, the Board voted to proceed with the preliminary engineers report to
better identify the potential costs of this project.

In January of 2004, the Bahinstructed the District Administrator pyoceedwith the negotiations for the
land required for this project. Discussion with the landowners progressed throughout the year and options
weresigned for acquisitions of property.

In May of 2004, the prehinary engineers report for both the Euclid East and the Brandt Impoundments
was presented to the Board of Managers. Due tMiheesota Legislatreds inactionon a 2004 bonding
bill, the board moved and passed a motimtable the two reports untilege funding could be secured.

In April of 2005, the State of Minnesota passed a bonding bill which appropriated $2,000,000 to assist in
the land acquisition and construction of Euclid East and Brandt Impoundments. Although the District
received less #mn the requested $2,600,0@te Board of Managers instructed the Project Engineer to
proceed with the developmenttbi project and start preparations for the heagntheir regularly

scheduled meeting held April 14, 2005

On June 23, 2005, a publiedring was calletb order atthe Youngquist Auditorium in Crookston
Minnesota, for the Grand Marais Creek Subwatershed Project, RLWD Project No. 60B.

On July 14, 2005 the Board of Managers accepted the Findings of Facts as written and approved the
Charmands signatur e.
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On August 25, 2008he Board adopted a resolution for the Flood Hazard Mitigation Grant Agreement
with the Department of Natural Resources for the Granaid&@reek Subwatershed Project for the Euclid
East Impoundment, RLWD Project #60#hd the Brandt Impoundment, RLWD Project #60his

project will be funded by the following entitieState of Minnesota 50%, Red River Watershed
Management Board 37.5%nd theRed Lake Watershed Distrit2.5%.

At their regularly scheduled Board ntieg on April 27, 2006the Engineer presented the Final Engiéseer
Report for both the Euclid East (Project 60C) and Brandt (Project 60D) Impoundments. After considerable
discussion, the Board approved the Final Reports and instructed the Administpatmeed with the
advertisement for bids with each Impoundment being bid separately.

Bids were openedn May 25, 2006for the construction of Euclid East Impoundment. Six bids were
received with the low bid being awarded to R.J. Zav&r8bns Inc., Est Grand Forks, MNn the

amount of $1,574,672.13. Following the bid opening for the Euclid East Impoundment, the bid opening
for Brandt Impoundment was heléive bids were received with the low bid being awarded to R.J.
Zavoral & Sons Inc., East Grdrirorks, MN, in the amount of $1,980,388.01.

On September 27, 200the Board of Managers held a final payment heariniRfdr Zavoral &

Sons Inc. for the construction Bficlid East Impoundment (RLWD Project 60C) and Brandt Impoundment
(Project 60D).Construction cost foEuclid East Impoundment w&4,625,090.36 and total construction
costs for Brandt Impoundmeta each project wab2,043,389.26.A description of these two projects is
provided later in this report.
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Brandt Channel Outlet Restoraion (RLWD Project #60E)

In October of 2008he District entered into a grant agreement with Board of Water and Soil Resources
that was to be used for the construction and water quality monitoring of the restoration of a natural coulee
referred to as Bradt Channel. The project purpose is to restore the natural coulee to its original course,
construct set back leveesd field inlet culverts for the protection to adjacent agricultural lands during

draw down of flood waters from the Brandt Impoundmértie water quality monitoring initiative of the

grant was to measure reduction in turbidity, improvement in water quality and enhancement of wildlife
habitat. The project is located in Section 11 and Section 12, Euclid Township, Polk County, approximately
12 miles north of Crookston.

Bids were opened on May 24, 2007 for the construction of the Brandt Channel Outlet Restoration.
Fourteen bids were received with the low bid S : : -
being awarded to TS Holte Construction, Oslo, = -

MN, in the amount of $57,197.81. @siruction *

on this project started in JURDO7 andvas

substantially completed in the fall of 2007.

In 2008 the Board decided to extend this project
downstream and refer to the project as Phase Il
the Brandt Channel Outlet Restoration. This
project continua the restoratiothroughan
additional 6,000 feet of a natural coulee starting
mile west of the portion substantially completed:
the fall of 2007. The estimated cost of this porti&s
of restoration is $200,000 which is to be paid fro

a 5060 cost share agreement with of Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources and a-non
matching grant from Working Lands Initiative. Channel Excavation

In the summer of 20Q%he project was completethd o August 13, 2009the Red Lake Board of
Managers held a final pment hearing for TS Holte Construction, Oslo, MN. Total construction cost of
this project was $102,728.52.

Restored channel alignment
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Grand Marais Outlet Restoration (RLWD Project 60F)

Project 60F is a singl e c¢omptemshedhRooddDamagerRedudlidghr and M
Projecti Pr oj ect 60B0 which was described above. Thi s
Enhancement goals of the 1998 Flood Damage Reduction Mediation Agreement and restoring an adequate
and stable outlet to the Grahhrais Creek subwatershed and its several tributaries. The project objective
focuses on restoring riparian and aquatic characteristics along the lower six miles of the Grand Marais

Creek to its confluence with the Red River. This lower reach was abandamedt he ear |l y 19006
of drainage improvements.

The project objectives for the 6 mile Grand Marais Creek Outlet Restoration Project are as follows:
1 Restore the original Grand Marais Creek (channel and riparian area) aquatic features and
wildlife habitat

Protect the restored corridor along the entire 6 mile outlet of the Grand Marais Creek
through establishment of a perpetual RIM easement

Restore entire corridor with native vegetation

Restore fish passage ability along the original Grandaareek

Enhance water quality in the Red River by significantly reducing existing outlet channel
erosion

=A =4 = =

The project features proposed to achieve the intended project goals are as follows:

T Construction of a diver si angalldow flowsftomthee ( i We i
existing outlet channel (Legal Drainage Ditch) to the restored Grand Marais Creek outlet

1 Reconstruct original Grand Marais channel to restore, enhance and protect the original
Natural Resource Benefits (riparian corridor, aquatldlife habitat, fish passage, etc.)

1 Construct setback levees to contain the diverted high flows and create a riparian buffer
between the restored channel and agricultural land

1 Construct grade stabilization structures on the existing outlet channel Qregsage
Ditch) to reduce erosion and improve water quality on the Red River

91 Provide project partner information on site (sigg etc.)

This project is located within the boundaries of the Red Lake Watershed District and the Middle Snake
Tamarac River§Vatershd District andbecause of this, odecember 15, 2008, the Red Lake Watershed
District and the Middle Snake Tamarac Rivers Wate
to follow this project through the necessary procedures. Parhof s agr eement was t o es
Boar do edobthmgemensbers of the RLWD and two members of the MSTRWD. This Board shall

have all powers to exercise any power comnaagither watershed distri@oard ofManagers.

In 2009 the Joint Boardnstructed the engineer to proceed with the Environmental Assessment Worksheet
for the project. On May 28, 2009, the Joint Board approved the EAW and authorized the Red Lake
Watershed District stafproceed with the distribution and advertising of tbeudnent. On August 13,

2009 the engineer commented on the EAW submittal and the Joint Board adopted a Resolution approving
the Negative EIS Declaration, Findings of Fact, Conclusion of Law, and Order.

The Joint Board also decided to move forward witldleasement acquisitiarfi approximately 470 acres
of land which will be funded in part by a Reinvest in Minnesotd/jRirogram. This program willresure
that land easements will be in place at such time funding for the project becomes available.

It is assumed that in 2010, the Joint Board will continue to investigate funding sources for this project.
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Improvementto and Establishment of a Lateral toPolk Co. Ditch #53 (RLWD
Ditch 12 Project #169

On March 22, 2007, thRed Lake Watershed DistriBoard of Managers was presented and accepted a

petition for the improvement of approximately 3.5 miles of open channel on Polk County Ditch #53. The
existing ditch system, including all laterals, consists of approximately 10.3 miles of open channel and is

located in Tynsid Township in Polk County, Minnesota. At this same meeting, the Board of Managers
appointed HDR Engineeringnc. as the engineer for the project and instrutitedhto develop a

Preliminary EngineerdReport. It was also mentionedbythepi t i oner 6 s | egalthatounse|
an additional petition will be forthcoming for construction of a lateral to Polk County Ditch No. 53, which

will be submitted on a portion of a tributary listed as a Protected Waters within the MNDNR.

On August9, 2007, the Red Laké&Vatershed DistricBoard of Managers was presented and accepted a

petition for aLateral to Polk County Ditch58. The [tition for a Lateral to Polk County Ditch No. 53

calls for cleaning and desimg of 2 ¥2 to 3 miles of a diaage coursécated in Bygland and Tynsid

Townships in Polk County, Minnesotahich islisted as grotected waters under the jurisdiction of the

MnDNR andwould serve as an alternate route to the Huntsville Codlethe same meeting, the Board

of Managers appointed HDR Engineerjmigc. as the engineer for the project aaduested the

development of areliminary Engineers reporOn December 27, 2007, the RLWD Board of Managers
approved the revised Prel i minaHDREMinepringireer 6s Repor

On February 12, 2008, a preliminary hearing for this project was held at the Youngquist Auditorium,
University of MinnesotaCrookston, Crookston, MNThe engineer presented thelfminaryEngi neer 6's
Report to the public in accordemto the petition. (A video copy of the hearing is on file aRbe Lake
Watershed Districoffice and available for public viewing). Following the closing of the hearing, the

Board approved thereliminary Engineefs Report which they deemed practiead feasible, appointed

three viewers, and directed the engineer to prepare a detailed study and final report. On AQ@Bt 25

final hearing for this project was held at the Youngquist Auditorium, University of Minr€sotakston,
Crookston, MNconcerning thé-inal Engineets Report andviewer®Report. After lengthy testimony

and questions, the hearing was adjourned.

On September 4, 2008, by two separate motionskelgel ake Watershed DistriBoard of Managers

approva the Viewers Report aamended and to establish theéeral to Polk County Ditch 53, RLWD

Ditch 12andto approve the Viewers Report as amended and to establish the Improvement to Polk County
Ditch 53, RLWD Ditch 12, Project No. 169, pursuant to the Detailed Findings and @edented by

Legal Counsel Bids for construction were taken &eptember 25, 2008. A special meeting was held on
September 29, 2009 at which the low bid was awarded to R.J. Zavoral & Sons, Inc. in the amount
$488,491.76. Due to wet conditions in thé &l2008, construction sta on this project in late spring of
20009.

Although wet conditions and flooding lasted well into the spring and early summer 2009, construction on
this project was finally completed in the fall. On October 22, 2009, a fayahent hearing was held for

R.J. Zavoral & Sons. Hearing no objections from the public, the Board by motion agreed to make a final
payment in the amount of $87,106.38. Total construction costs on this project totaled $564,484.32.

On April 2, 2009 Polk Gunty Commissioners held a hearing at Younquist Auditorium, University of
Minnesota Crookston, to transfer jurisdiction of the remaining laterals of Polk County Ditch #53 to the Red
Lake Watershed. This transfer of Branches which included Polk County#5&Branch #1, Polk

County Ditch #108 and Polk County Ditch #53 Branch #2. After considerable discussion from the
audience, a motion was made and approved to transfer upwards of 7 miles of the remaining Branches of
Polk County Ditch #53 to the Red LaW¢atershed District and that they be combined with the existing

Red Lake Watershed District Ditch #12.
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