
 1 

 



 2 

 

Table of Contents 

 
 

Letter from the President ............................................................................................................................... 3 

Board of Managers ï 2008 ........................................................................................................................ 4 

Staff ï 2008 ............................................................................................................................................... 5 

2008 Overall Advisory Committee ............................................................................................................ 6 

2008 Subwatershed Advisory Committee Members ................................................................................. 6 

History of the Red Lake Watershed District.............................................................................................. 7 

2008 District Projects .................................................................................................................................... 8 

Grand Marais Sub Watershed Project (RLWD Project #60B) .................................................................. 8 

Brandt Channel Outlet Restoration (RLWD Project #60E) ...................................................................... 9 

Grand Marais Outlet Restoration (Project 60F) ...................................................................................... 10 

Improvement of Polk County Ditch 40, (RLWD Ditch 11, Project #166) .............................................. 11 

Imp. to and Establishment of a Lateral to Polk Co. Ditch #53 (RLWD Ditch 12) Project #169 ............ 13 

Watershed Ditch System Inventory and Mapping (RLWD Project #167) .............................................. 13 

River Watch 2008 .................................................................................................................................... 14 

Web Site Development ............................................................................................................................ 17 

Interactive Web-Base Mapping ............................................................................................................... 19 

Farmstead Ring Dikes (RLWD Project #129) ......................................................................................... 20 

Permits (RLWD Project #90) .................................................................................................................. 22 

Flood Control Impoundments ..................................................................................................................... 23 

Euclid East Impoundment (RLWD Project #60C) .................................................................................. 25 

Brandt Impoundment (RLWD Project #60D) ......................................................................................... 26 

Parnell Impoundment (RLWD Project #81) ............................................................................................ 27 

Pine Lake (RLWD Project #35) .............................................................................................................. 29 

Elm Lake-Farmes Pool (RLWD Project #52) ......................................................................................... 30 

Lost River Impoundment (RLWD Project #17) ...................................................................................... 31 

Good Lake Impoundment (RLWD Project #67) ..................................................................................... 32 

Moose River Impoundment (RLWD Project #13) .................................................................................. 34 

Schirrick Dam (RLWD Project #25) ....................................................................................................... 36 

Water Quality Report .................................................................................................................................. 37 

Red Lake Watershed District Water Quality Program ............................................................................ 37 

Long-Term Monitoring ........................................................................................................................... 37 

Clearwater River Dissolved Oxygen and Fecal Coliform TMDL Study................................................. 39 

Thief River Watershed Sediment Investigation ....................................................................................... 47 

Tile Drainage Study ................................................................................................................................. 53 

Erosion Assessment on the Red Lake River ............................................................................................ 54 

2008 List of Impaired Waters .................................................................................................................. 55 

Grand Marais Project Water Quality Monitoring .................................................................................... 57 

Education ................................................................................................................................................. 59 

Other Notes from 2008 ............................................................................................................................ 59 

Plans for 2009 .......................................................................................................................................... 60 

Other Watershed Activities ......................................................................................................................... 61 

Wild Rice Water Allocation (RLWD Project #45).................................................................................. 61 

Stream Flow Monitoring (RLWD Project #21) ....................................................................................... 62 

Snow Surveys .......................................................................................................................................... 64 

Maintenance of Drainage Systems .......................................................................................................... 65 

Legal Drainage Systems under jurisdiction of Red Lake Watershed District ......................................... 72 

Projections for 2009 .................................................................................................................................... 73 

Financial Report .......................................................................................................................................... 74 



 3 

 

Letter from the President 
 

 

 

Greetings to all the citizens of the Red Lake Watershed District and other interested parties.   

 

As all of you realize, the weather conditions each year dictate how frantic or relaxing it can be in the 

Watershed District business.  The winter of 2008 was very uneventful with a less than average snow fall.  

The spring however, started to change the landscape of the farming communities as far as moisture needs, 

with above average rainfalls and very cool temperatures.  The first three weeks of May was fairly dry but the 

cool temperatures compounded with some untimely rains in the last week, lead to a less than ideal spring 

planting conditions.  The summer was what you would call pretty average in that rainfall appeared to be 

normal in most parts of the District.  Fall harvest started very innocent and appeared to be going along well 

when in the third week of August and the first week of September, we witnessed some very large and 

untimely rainfalls that virtually put harvest to complete standstill.  The rest of the harvest season would not 

be the same with some soybeans and a large amount of corn not getting harvested.  Letôs hope 2009 works 

out a little better for the farming communities. 

 

In the year 2008, two of your Watershed District Board members were re-appointed by their respective 

counties.  Lee Coe, Tenstrike, was reappointed by Beltrami County to serve his second three year term 

representing the citizens of Beltrami County, Arnold Stanley, Grygla, was appointed to serve his second 

three year term from Marshall County.  I must state that the next part of my update is written with a very 

heavy heart.  In December of 2008, Arnold Stanley became gravely ill and passed away on January 29, 

2009.  The Red Lake Watershed District and all those who came to know Arnold accepted and understood 

his passion for farming and watershed interests.  Arnold was a very active Board member for the citizens of 

Marshall County and our hearts go out to all Arnoldôs family in their time of need.  The Red Lake 

Watershed District has been informed by the Marshall County Commissionerôs that they will appoint 

Arnoldôs replacement in March of 2009. 

 

I would like to remind the citizens that the goals as a watershed district are to manage water in the areas of 

flood control, drainage, and water quality.  We continue to hold our meetings on the second and fourth 

Thursdays of each month and welcome public interests and/or attendance at these meetings.  

 

This year was a very busy year for our staff as we completed various on-going projects as well as starting 

many new.  All projects are listed in detail in this report and I urge you to review them.   

 

The Watershed District and staff have now completed one full year in our new office located at 1000 

Pennington Avenue South, Thief River Falls, MN.  Feel free to stop in and have a cup of coffee and if you 

do not have time, you can go to our website http://www.redlakewatershed.org and take a virtual tour of the 

new facility.    

 

Our 2008 Annual Audit is included in this report in an abbreviated form. A complete copy of the 2008 

Annual Audit may be obtained at the District office at 1000 Pennington Avenue South, Thief River Falls. 

 

Once again, it was a pleasure to serve as President of the Board in 2008.   

 

       

Sincerely, 

       
       Dale M. Nelson, President 

       Red Lake Watershed District 
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Board of Managers ï 2008  

 

 
Front Row (left to right):  Gene Tiedemann, Dale M. Nelson, Jim Votva   

Second Row (left to right):  Lee Coe, Arnold Stanley, Vernon Johnson, and Orville Knott 

 

 

 

 

                    Lee Coe             Arnold Stanley 

                            
        

       
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Arnold Stanley was re-appointed to the 

RLWD Board of Managers for a 3-year 

term.  Arnold represented Marshall County 

and his term would have run from 2008-

2011.   A replacement for Arnold will be 

appointed in March of 2009. 

Lee Coe was re-appointed to the 

RLWD Board of Managers for a 3-year 

term.  Lee will represent Beltrami 

County for the years 2008-2011. 



 5 

 

 

Staff ï 2008 
 

 
 

Front row : Jim Blix-Water Quality/Natural Resources Technician; Tammy Audette-Accounting 

Assistant/Secretary; Arlene Novak-Accounting/Secretary; Back Row: (left to right) Loren Sanderson- 

Engineering Assistant; Gary Lane-Engineering Technician II; Myron Jesme-Administrator; Corey Hanson- 

Water Quality Coordinator.  
 

 

                            Office 
     The Red Lake Watershed District  

              Office is located at:       

    1000 Pennington Avenue South 

      Thief River Falls, MN  56701    

                  Office Hours: 

Monday ï Friday, 8:00 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

       Phone:  218-681-5800 

        Fax:  218-681-5839 

 Website: redlakewatershed.org 

  E-Mail:  rlwaters@wiktel.com 

      
 

 

Meetings 
 

The Board of Managers held twenty-four regularly scheduled board meetings in 2008.  These regular 

meetings are held the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursday of each month at the District office at 9:00 a.m.  Notice of these 

meetings are mailed or e-mailed to the Advisory Committees, county auditors, county commissioners, and 

SWCD/NRCS offices and by subscription.  Minutes from boards meetings are available by visiting our 

website at www.redlakewatershed.org/minutes.  The 2008 General Fund Budget hearing was held on 

September 13, 2007.  Notice for the General Fund Budget hearing was published in at least one newspaper 

in each of the 10 counties within the watershed district. 

 


